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THE GREAT PYRAMID

Bustling Cairo pushes right up to the
doorstep of Giza and its three pyramids.
The oldest and grandest of these is the
Great Pyramid, which was built as a tomb
for Khufu, the imposing pharaoh who
ruled Egypt during the Fourth Dynasty.
Explorers have searched for undiscovered
chambers in the pyramid for hundreds

of years, and today they brave the heat
and darkness to creep through a low
- passageway into its center, where they
emerge in the magnificent Grand Gallery.
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One of the last pagan temples permltted to NN
operate after Christianity sweptthrough = =~
Egypt, the Temple of Isis once stood at - A
the center of Philae Island. But even the - @
goddess could not stop the rising waters N
of the Nile. When construction of the
Aswan High Dam threatened to submerge .
the dusk-colored Philae, the temple was
moved, stone by stone, and reassembled
over eight years on neighboring Agilkia
Island, now often called Philae as well.
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: 't";"ne effigies, but visitors who make it

'p ‘::s__tlthem and enter the Hypostyle Hall

i v'v'il'?i{find an interior that is decorated with

; extenswe artwork telling of the pharaoh’s

'lttory over the Hittites at the Battle of

_Kadesh Images depict horses being fed,

: 'a'war council and the chariot battle, with
Ramesses himself taking a leading role.
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SACRED PLACES

Karnak was the jewel of ancient Thebes
(now Luxor), a highlight in what was
already Egypt’s wealthiest and grandest
capital during the New Kingdom (c1550-
c1077BC). While a shadow of its former
glory, it remains breathtaking —a

mix of crumbling temples and eerily
beautiful sun-dappled columns etched
with hieroglyphs that recall Karnak in its
heyday. Here, visitors will also see the
granite obelisk of Queen Hatshepsut,
Egypt’s longest reigning female pharaoh.
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